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Role of Universities 
o Enrollment across US Universities is steadily dropping , around 1% per semester!

(Data from the Chronicle of Higher Education)
o Universities must adapt and innovate

Teach & publish won’t be enough
Educating versus Training the workforce of the future

o We see continuous innovation across Universities – at ODU
All undergraduates must have an industry internship
Interdisciplinary programs, research centers, innovation hubs, entrepreneurship support



VISA @ODU

WHAT WE DO? 

WHO WE ARE?

Create partnerships w/ industry, academia, government

Create opportunities for collaborations among partners

Provide advanced R&D to partner stakeholders

Help educate and train next generation workforce

Funded by the General Assembly since 2019.  Chartered to: 

- Grow Virginia’s spaceflight and autonomy sectors

- Leverage VA’s assets in autonomous systems, spaceflight, 

and M&S for solving real-world problems 

- - Part of ODU’s Office of Enterprise Research & Innovation



Large Business

CRADAs

High Risk Low TRL
R&D Projects

Medium Size Business

Strategic Partnerships

Directed Research

Research Cooperative 
Centers

Small Business

SBIR STTR
CCF

Go-VA

Internships/Apprenticeships/Workforce development

Long Term Institution-
Level Partnerships

Working With VISA



Center Robotic Oceanic & Coastal

Joint effort with University of Delaware.
Industry/University Cooperative Research Center (I/UCRC)

Sponsored by the National Science Foundation (NSF)

- Awarded a planning grant by NSF

- Preparing to submit full proposal in December 2024

- Industry day – October 15, 8:30-2:00p, 

Waterside District Harbor Club, Norfolk.

Systems (CROCS)
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